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These actions aim to contribute to beer EU policies, legislation and
instruments with regard to the urban circular economy. The transition to
a circular economy is an important objective of the recently announced
Green Deal. Many of the proposed measures in the Green Deal need to be
implemented at the local level. Therefore, it is crucial that EU-legislation
on waste and bio-resources support the circular economy in cities.
The Partnership calls on the European Commission to take into consideration
the recommendations and observations from the Partnership when evaluating
existing and developing new EU policies and legislation in the context of the
circular economy.

This booklet highlights two of the beer regulation actions undertaken by the
Partnership, namely:
• a position paper on how to make waste legislation support the circular
economy in cities.
• a survey report on the regulatory obstacles and drivers for boosting an urban
circular bio-economy;

The Partnership on Circular Economy is one of the 14 partnerships established
as a part of the Urban Agenda for the EU. The Partnership has identied barriers
in regulations, funding and knowledge for the transition of Circular Economy
in cities. The Partnership has initiated 12 dierent actions to reduce or remove
these barriers.
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a) Short and medium term: introduce a value-based approach to waste
management in order to foster the uptake of waste as secondary resource.
This could be achieved by for example:
• Optimizing the current End-of-Waste criteria process. Testing innovative
approaches like the Safe-Loops methodology developed by the Dutch
National Institute for Public Health and the Environment would be
interesting in this respect.
• Looking at possibilities to make EPRS schemes more eective as drivers
for innovation in product design.
• Exploring how the EU legislative framework can beer continue to
facilitate and sustain the future progress of the circular economy.

To help cities maximise the value of products and materials and minimise
waste, the current EU policy and legislative framework should be reoriented
towards resource management, instead of waste management. To achieve
this, we need to implement a consistent material and product hierarchy in the
regulatory framework. This means consistently taking circularity on board in
legislation governing the whole lifecycle of products, from product design to
waste management. The Partnership therefore recommends:

Partnership recommendations in the position paper on waste

The Partnership examined how EU waste legislation in general can be improved
to support the circular economy in cities. Based on exchange of views and
experiences in the Partnership, a position paper on this topic was prepared.
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The Partnership stresses the importance of a coordinated multi-level eort.
Many of the challenges cities face cannot be solved only at the local level or
only at the European level. Therefore, cities should be actively involved in
the development and implementation of the future EU legislative framework
regarding the circular economy.

b) Long term: that action is taken at the beginning of the lifecycle of products.
Currently, most products and packaging are not designed to be reused or
recycled. This makes it dicult for cities to eectively implement a more
circular approach to waste management. The EU could support cities by
for example implementing more eco-design measures in existing and
new product specic legislation and by puing in place a strong legislative
framework for eco-design that is in line with the circular economy.

1. Waste legislation action

